


Ben Gibbs and Dee Wildenstein. Alternates 
are Glynis Littlewood and Tammy Taylor. 
They will have a meeting and get a slate to 
the Recording Secretary to be announced 2 
weeks before our May meeting.

There was no further business and the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm

– Angie Crabtree, Recording Secretary

Pet Thefts Continue to Rise
The American Kennel Club® continues to 
remind pet owners to heed warnings about 
an alarming rise in “dog–nappings.” State 
houses across America have taken notice and 
are proposing laws to toughen penalties for 
those who steal pets.

Since last year, when AKC® first noted con-
cerns about the prevalence of pet theft, more 
dogs are disappearing. Through November 
30, 2009, the AKC has tracked more than 
115 missing pets via incidents reported by 
news media and customer reports. In 2008, 
the AKC tracked a total of 71 thefts.

The FBI’s National Crime Information 
Center (NCIC), which tracks stolen property 
nationwide, currently lists 200 stolen dogs, 
according to Steve Fischer, FBI Spokesper-
son. According to Fischer, “Dogs listed in 
our database must have permanent owner–
applied serial numbers, such as those from 
embedded microchips. Unfortunately not all 
dogs have permanent ID, so we know this 
is only a fraction of the number of missing 
dogs.”

“Each week I am reading about reports of 
pet theft from all around the country,” said 
AKC spokesperson Lisa Peterson. “Some 
owners, desperate to find their beloved pets 
have contacted us, wanting to know what 
they can do to help get their ‘family’ mem-
bers back. It’s not just about the financial 
value of the dog for any of these people. 
It’s an emotional attachment that can’t be 
replaced by getting another dog.”

Julie Austin of Idaho told Local News 8 that 
she was shocked when her 11–week–old 
puppy was stolen right out of the arms of her 
5–year–old daughter while she was sitting 
in a public park. The Austins filed a stolen 
pet report with the local police. Fortunately, 
after they alerted the media and the police 
received a tip about their pet’s whereabouts 
their puppy was recovered living at someone 
else’s home. The alleged thief was recently 
charged with a misdemeanor possession of 
stolen property.

As a majority of owners view their dogs as 
valued family members, the value of pets in 
people’s lives are being recognized by legis-

lators across America. Recently in New York, 
following the disappearance of a Siberian 
Husky in his Brooklyn district, New York As-
semblyman Joseph Lentol vowed to introduce 
dog–napping legislation which would make 
the theft of a companion animal a felony of-
fense with up to four years in jail depending 
on the circumstances.

Earlier this year, a bill was introduced in 
Texas which would have made it a state 
felony to steal a pet, including the family dog, 
with a possible two years in prison if con-
victed. California and Delaware have tried to 
regulate roadside pet sales as a way to combat 
the trafficking of stolen pets to unsuspecting 
consumers.

Regardless of the reason thieves are taking 
pets, whether to sell to unsuspecting local 
buyers or over the Internet or keeping them 
for personal use, these criminals need to know 
that pet owners are becoming more proactive 
by keeping pets close to them and also micro-
chipping their pets ahead of time so that when 
these dogs turn up at shelters or veterinarian 
offices they can be scanned to find their right-
ful owners.

In response to this continuing trend, AKC 
offers the following advice to prevent your 
“best friend” from being the target of a crime. 
See more about pet theft on the Good Morn-
ing America Web site.

PREVENTION

In the Neighborhood: Don’t let your dog 
off–leash – Keeping your dog close to you 
reduces the likelihood it will wander off and 
catch the attention of thieves.

Don’t leave your dog unattended in your yard 
– Dogs left outdoors for long periods of time 
are targets, especially if your fenced–in yard 
is visible from the street.

Be Cautious with information – If strang-
ers approach you to admire your dog during 
walks, don’t answer questions about how 
much the dog cost or give details about where 
you live.

On the Road: Never leave your dog in an un-
attended car, even if it’s locked – Besides the 
obvious health risks this poses to the dog, it’s 
also an invitation for thieves, even if you are 
gone for only a moment. Leaving expensive 
items in the car such as a GPS unit or laptop 
will only encourage break–ins and possibly 
allow the dog to escape, even if the thieves 
don’t decide to steal it too.

Don’t tie your dog outside a store – This pop-
ular practice among city–dwelling dog owners 
can be a recipe for disaster. If you need to go 
shopping, patronize only dog–friendly retail-
ers or leave the dog at home.

Minutes from the last minute were read and 
stand approved as read.

There was no Treasurer’s report (Gayle is 
recovering from surgery)

There was no Corresponding Secretary 
report.

Dee reports, the judge’s itineraries are 
coming in and at least one of them has used 
Jack’s Travel Services so far.

Angie Crabtree will be checking on golf 
carts this week. We will need 2 of them.

All the trophies are back in and being 
engraved at Plaques, Inc.

All changes that were submitted for the 
Premium List have been corrected and the 
list is back to AKC. As soon as the new one 
comes back, Mel will email a copy to those 
that want it.

AKC approved a judge change. Jon Cole 
will not being judging Cairns

Unfinished Business: We are working on 
getting a copy of the tape from the tv station 
concerning the MSN bill meeting.

We still need to choose someone for our 
annual Sportsmanship award. Please email 
suggestions to Mel and votes will be tallied 
by him.

Karen Riddle has volunteered to be the 
club’s legislative liaison. Sue Lewis made 
a motion that we elect Karen Riddle as 
Legislative Liaison, Cindy Hintz 2nd, 
motion passed unanimously.

We also need a new AKC Delegate. The 
board recommends tabling that decision until 
July.

Board approved the purchase of 12 vests 
with club logo printed on them and 2 
banners for our events.

Sue Lewis reports she has ordered the 
plaques for the annual awards and they are 
ready to go.

Darlene Robbins (grounds) reports she has 
secured the Boy Scout troop, the concessions 
and the security guard for the show.

Breeder Referral: Cindy Hintz reports our 
Breeder referral contact, Jim Clemmons 
has gone back into the hospital and will be 
heading for rehab. We will need another 
contact.

New Business: Nominating committee 
will include Darlene Robbins as Chair, 


