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From Newsletter Editor 
Join us for our November 24th meeting at the Fairgrounds.   
Our December meeting/Christmas party  will be at Logan's Roadhouse, 3112 
Browns Mill Road, Johnson City on Tuesday, December 2nd at 6:30 pm.  We 
have a room reserved for our club and will order off the regular menu.   Please 
contact Darlene Robbins (email to: darrobbins67@gmail.com) to let her know 
if you are coming and if you are bringing a guest/s (family, friend, etc) as soon 
as possible.  If you wish, bring a wrapped present (around $10) for our 
"Chinese auction" gift exchange, where "stealing" is allowed. 
*No minutes available for publishing.   
Wishing everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving and  Merry Christmas! 

Karen Riddle 
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The agility trial was a huge success. Entries were about 60 lower than last year but we still made a profit of  
approximately $3.000.   
Judy Pinkevich, Agility Chair 

Custom made rosettes for PACH & MACH Winners 
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AKC UPDATE:  Modification to Ramp Policy 
  
At their October 2014 meeting the AKC Board of Directors modified several elements of the Board Policy regarding 
the usage of ramps in Conformation judging. All of the modifications are effective for shows held on or after January 
1, 2015 and include the following: 
•The Board approved a request submitted by the Chow Chow Club, Inc. for their breed to be expected to be judged on 
the ramp at the Breed, Group, and Best in Show levels. 
•The expectation for Basset Hounds, Bulldogs, and Chow Chows to be judged on the ramp extends to all confor-
mation competition at AKC conformation dog shows and any AKC event where a conformation title may be earned. 
This policy includes Junior Showmanship, the 4–6 Month Beginner Puppy Competition, the AKC National Owner-
Handled Series (NOHS), and all other special attractions that offer Group and BIS competitions. 
•At the discretion of the judge, the ramp will be available for all ramp optional breeds through all levels of competition 
including Group and Best in Show judging. 
•The Board removed the requirement for judges requesting the use of a ramp to provide notification to the                  
superintendent/show secretary 5 to 10 business days prior to the event. 
As a reminder, English Springer Spaniels and Cardigan Welsh Corgis may be judged, at the discretion of the judge, 
on the ramp effective January 1, 2015. 
The table-ramp list has been updated and posted on the AKC website in the Judging Resource Center. 
These modifications to AKC Board policy require a greater number of ramps to be available at shows.  Clubs, Show 
Secretaries and/or Superintendents are expected to provide a sufficient number of ramps at every show to ensure 
they are available for competition.  
 
 
TRACKING UPDATES 
 
Several tracking regulations were also amended at the October 2014 AKC Board of Directors meeting and will become 
effective January 1, 2015. 
The regulation changes will: 
*Allow participants to wear their club clothing, AKC event clothing or clothing with their name or their dog’s name on 
it; 
*Simplify the determination of the number of tracks that can be reserved for individuals that have worked for the club 
at a previous tracking test; 
*Shorten the minimum required time between plotting and the running of a track from “one day prior to the test” to “at 
least 12 hours prior to the running of the track.” This is at the option of the club; and 
*Clarify that the dog may be rewarded by allowing it to play with the articles once the final article has been found and 
the judging of the team is complete. 
 
 
COLD WEATHER TIPS  FROM  AKC 
 
Dog owners should keep the following precautions in mind. 
•Don’t leave your dog outside in the cold for long periods of time. Wind chill makes days colder than actual tempera-
ture readings. Be attentive to your dog’s body temperature, and limit its time outdoors. 
•Adequate shelter is a necessity. Keep your dog warm, dry and away from drafts. Tiles and uncarpeted areas may be-
come extremely cold, so make sure to place blankets and pads on floors in these areas. 
•Be extra careful when walking or playing with your dog near frozen lakes, rivers or ponds. Your dog could slip or 
jump in and get seriously injured. 
•Groom your dog regularly. Your dog needs a well-groomed coat to keep properly insulated. Short- or coarse-haired 
dogs may get extra cold, so consider a sweater or coat. Long-haired dogs should have excess hair around the toes 
and foot pads trimmed to ease snow removal and cleaning. If you do the trimming, take care not to cut the pads or 
other delicate area of the foot. 
•Feed your dog additional calories if it spends a lot of time outdoors or is a working animal. It takes more energy in 
the winter to keep body temperature regulated, so additional calories are necessary. 
•Towel or blow-dry your dog if it gets wet from rain or snow. It is important to dry and clean its paws, too. This helps 
avoid tiny cuts and cracked pads. A little petroleum jelly may soften the pads and prevent further cracking. 
•Don’t leave your dog alone in a car without proper precautions. If the car engine is left on, the carbon monoxide will 
endanger your dog’s life. If the engine is off, the temperature in the car will get too cold. 
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Celebrating  Birthday 
Nov 20-Max Williams 
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The Day Before Christmas 
 
 "Tis the day before Christmas, 
 And all through the house, 
 The puppies are squeaking an old rubber mouse. 
 The wreath which had merrily hung on the door, 
 Is scattered in pieces all over the floor. 
 
 The stockings that hung in a neat little row, 
 Now boast a hole in each of it's toes. 
 The tree was subjected to bright-eye whims, 
 And now, although splendid, it's missing some limbs. 
 
 I catch them and hold them,"Be good I insist!" 
 They lick me, then run off to see what they've missed. 
 And now as I watch them, the thought comes to me, 
 That theirs is the spirit that Christmas should be. 
 
 Should children and puppies yet show us the way, 
 And teach us the joy that should come with this day? 
 Could they bring the message that's written above, 
 And tell us that. most of all, Christmas is love! 
 
Author Unknown 
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